
AVUR 


CITY OF BRIHADEESWARA 


JAGAMNATHA 
or PUIl 


# ELEPHANTA 


HItOa or HAMPI 


KONARK 


m SHAKUNTALA 


KING KUSHA 


SHAUVAHANA 


SALIM All 


A/not Chifro Kathas ore o gloriout tribute to India's nch cultural heritage These books 
haye been an integral part of my children's early years, as they have been for many 
other familm across Indio Comes are a great way (breaching out to children, incvkal- 
*t>g reading habits and driving Aeir quest to learn more about our roots * 

• NARAYAN MURTHY, CHIEF MENTOR, INFOSYS 


EPICS & 
MYTHOLOGY 


THANJAVUR 


CHITRA 


..w. .. mu. .ne ancient town oi Ihoniovor come up on the spot 
where Vishnu defected on evil demon. The mighty Cholos mode it their 
copHoi in the 9th century CE, following which they increosed, through 
conqu^, the size ond strength of their empire. Finolly, ofter reolising oil 
his milHory ombitions, the Cholo monorch Rojo Ro|o Cholo I decided to 
build o greet temple in Thonjovur dedicoted to Lord Shivo. Thus 
Throjovur become home to the mojestic Brihodeesworo temple in 


OTHER ACK EPICS & MYTHOLOGY 


■ti. tRAVEHCARTS 


FABLES & HUMOUR 


VISIONARIES 


Buy online at www.amorchitrakatha.com 





















































































THANJAVUR 



dUILTdYRAJA RAJA CHOLAI. THE 3RIHADEE5WARA TEMPLE TOWERS OYER THE HISTORIC TOWN OF THANJAVUR. 
IN THE HEART OF TAMIL NADU. FOR CENTURIES PEOPLE HAVE MARVELLED AT IT AND AT THE OTHER 
ARCHITECTURAL MASTERPIECES BUILT HERE BY VARIOUS CHOLA MONARCHS. THE MONUMENTS ARE STEEPED IN 
HISTORY AND MYTHOLOGY OUR STORY GOES BACK TO THE BIRTH OF THANJAVUR 








































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





UFIHDEVALOKA’- 


< WE MUST N 
ASK LORD VISHNU 
TO DESTROY THE 
EVIL DEMON. V 




' THE AdODE OF THE GODS 


2 


THANJAVUR 



HAIL VISHNU! 




o> 




... AND VANQUISHED HIM. 






^ MY LORD! 

^GRANT ME ONE WISH N 
SEFOREIDIE LET A 
TOWN OF GREAT BEAUTY 
COME UP AT THIS SPOT 
V WHERE YOU HAVE y 
\ DEFEATED ME. ^ 


h 




VISHNU CONFRONTED THAN JAN ... 









































































A MAR CHITRAKATHA 



THEY GET 

7 50 MUCH RJCE FROM N, 
THEIR FIEL£>S THAT THEY 
USE ELEPHANTS INSTEAD 
OF OXEN TO THRESH J 
THE PADDY. ^ 


THE WOMEN 

f FLING THEIR HEAVY > 
GOLD EARRINGS TO 
CHASE AWAY THE BIRDS 
THAT PECK AT THE 
s. GRAIN THEY PUT y 
\ OUT TO DRY. 


THANJA\nj7 3ECAME ThE CAFTTAL Of THE CHOLA KINGS IN THE 9TH CEHTVKY 
CE AR0UNQ9A5 CE. PARANTAKA SUNDARA CHOLA II RECEIVED HAPPY NEWS. 


r the > 

QUEEN HAS 
HAD A BABY 
V BOYl > 


THANJAN'S WISH WAS GRANTED AND 
THANJAVUR OR THANJANS UR' WAS 
30RN POETS SANG PRAISES OF THE 
FERTILE LAND AND ITS WEALTHY PEOPLE 


¥, 


' UR MEANS PLACE AND IT IS 
PRONOUNCED WR". 


THANJAVUR 



ms SAID THAT THE MANY WIVES OF THE SERPENTADISESHA 
DANCED WITH JOY AT PRINCE ARUL'S SIRTH. j - 


^ WE SHALL ^ 
NAME THE BABY 
ARULMOZHI 
VARMAN. ^ 


ONE WHOSE ^ 
WORDS ARE 
PRECIOUS. WHAT A 
^ LOVELY NAMEiy 


y HE WILL N, 
RELIEVE OUR 
HUSBAND OF 
CARRYING THE 
BURDEN OF 
vTHEEARTHly 


PRINCE ARULMOZHI ASCENDED 
THE THRONE IN 935 CE. \ - 


y THE RITUAL OF ^ 
THE SACRED BATH IS OVER. 
YOU SHALL HENCEFORTH 
BE KNOWN AS RAJA RAJA. 
V KING OF KINGS. ^ 










- .-M 



^ 1 


i 1 



i Wi 

I 1 

1 «\ 



KING OF KINGS HE DID PROVE HIMSELF TO BE. FOR UNDER RAJA RAJA’S 
WISE AND MATURE LEADERSHIP. THE CHOLAS BECAME A GREAT POWER. 




r- WE SHOULD ^ 
GO TO WAR AT 
ONCE. OKING, AND 
CONQUER NEW 
w TERRITORIES! v 


NO 


WE 


MUST FIRST TRAIN 
OUR SOLDIERS ANC 
CREATE A STRONG 
IV ARMY. V 




■A 


W 






9 '. 




2 






' ALSO KNOWN AS SHESHNAG. AND IS SAID 
TO SUPPORT THE EARTH ON ITS HOOD. 


5 



































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 





^ WE HAVE ^ 
DESTROYED THE 
ENTIRE FLEET OF 
V THECHERAS! > 


WELL 

DONE! 



X MY KINGDOM N/ 

' STRETCHES FROM > 
CHERALAM* TO LANKA AND 
FROM MUNNIR PALANTIVU 
V PANNIRAYIRAM^TO A 
^ KALINGA^^. X* 


r THERE ARE > 
MORE PRIZES TO 
SE WON. YOUR 
hv MAJESTY. ^ 


RAJA R4JA SPEVr THE NEXT FEW YEARS CONQUERJNO NEW TEKRTfORlES. \ 7~1 ^a 


•KERMA 

*MALDtVES 


^'ORISSA 






1 ' 7'^vr 
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THANJAVUR 



IT SHALL ^ 
SE AS YOU 
WISH, YOUR 
MAJESTY.^ 


NO. I HAVE 

X HAD ENOUGHII HAVE \ 
REALISED ALL MY MILITARY ^ 
AMSITIONS. NOW I ONLY WISH 
TO SERVE LORD SHIVA. LIKE MY 
V GRAND-AUNT SEMDIYAN/J 

MAHADEVI X 





IN HER TIME. 5EM3IYAN MAHADEVI HAD 3UILTMANY TEMFLE5 IN AND 
AROUND THANJAVUR ONE OF THE TEMFLE5 WAS ATKONERIRAJAFURAM. 


X THE QUEEN ^ 
WISHES TO 
INSTALL A SRONZE 
NATARAJA HERE. IT 
SHOULD SEAT LEAST 
“W 6 FEET TALL. ^ 


IT SHALL 
BE DONE. 0 
KINGI 



X WHAT IS > 
THIS? ANOTHER 
SMALL STATUE? 


I AM HELPLESS,^ 
SIRE, THE STATUE 
DOES NOT RISE 
V BEYOND THAT. ^ 


• 1 1 ■ • 



■S M M ■ 

* j 

B I » 1 1 

'JLl 

j W » j 

r 1 
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amar chitra katha 



I WILL GIVE ^ 
YOU ONE MORE 
CHANCE. IF YOU FAIL 
AGAIN YOU WILL PE 
V BEHEADEDI > 





PLEASE A 
GIVE US SOME 
WATER TO 
^wPRINK. ^ 


WHEN THERE WAS JUST ONE NIGHT L EFT, THE 5CULFT0R HEARD A KNOCK AT THE POOR 

J 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
WANT? 




YOU ARE 
BRAHMINS. I 
CANNOT OFFER YOU 
WATER. GO TO THE 
AGRAHARAM* AND/i 
ASK THEM, ym 




NO! YOU 
MUST GIVE US 
WATER. 


ii 


IV/ f 


yVW 


- ©k‘ 

^sk:^s\ 






YOU ARE 

_ STUBBORN! GO 
J DRINK UP THAT MOLTEN , , 
BRONZE WHICH I HAVE 1^ 
prepared FOR MY />4 \ 

STATUE! 


‘SRAHMIN COLONY 
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amar chitra katha 



IHE NErr MORNING- 


^rr WAS LORO ^ 
SHIVA. SIRE! HE AND 
THE GODDESS CAME 
AND TRANSFORMED 
THEMSELVES INTO 
V THESE STATUES^ 


BEAUTIFUL! 

WHAT 

WONDERFUL 
V WORK! M 


■j? 


% 








W « 


WHAT 

RUBBISH! 




THE KING REALISED THAT THE SCULFTOR 
WAS TELLING THE TRUTH 


FORGIVE 


EVEN TODAY THERE IS A MARK WHERE THE 
king IS SAID TO HAVE STRUCK THESTATT^ 


•ms SAID TO BE THE WORLD'S 
TALLEST 3R0NZE NATARAJA 
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THANJAVUR 



WE SHALL ^ 
LEAVE AT 
ONCE. YOUR 
.MAJESTY.^ 


^ ALAS. SIRE. ^ 
THE SAINTS WHO 
WROTE THESE HYMNS 
kv ARE NO MORE. ^ 


THE MANY 
^ HYMNS THEY ^ 
WROTE ARE LOST. 
THE FEW STANZAS 
YOU HEARD ARE ALL 
bv THAT REMAIN, y 


LIKE HIS ANCESTORS. RAJA RAJA WAS 
ALSO A GREAT DEVOTEE OF LORD SHIVA 


I WISH 
TO VISIT THE 
TEMPLE AT 
TIRUVARUR 


ATTIRUVARUR- 


YES 


LOOK AT THE 
iE IS LOST 
E MUSIC. 


KING 


IN 


WHEN THE HYMN* WAS OVER -< 


WHAT A BEAUTIFUL 
HYMN! I WOULD LIKE TO 
HEAR SOME MORE, 










:4 


-._.0 




YOUR > 
MAJESTY! THIS 
MAN KNOWS 
WHERE TO FIND 
^THE HYMNS.> 


TELL ME. 
REVERED 
FATHER 


•RELIGIOUS SONG 


II 





































































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



TO CHIDAMBARAM! 


Y THE PALM LEAVES ON WHICH X 
THE HYMNS ARE WRITTEN ARE IN ' 

A STORE ROOM AT THE SACK OF THE 
GOLDEN TEMPLE AT CHIDAMBARAM. 
THE ROOM HAS THE PALM . 

V IMPRINTS OF THE SAINTS y 

ON rrs WALLS, 


IS THE ROOM 
WITH THE PALM 
v^IMPRINTS.^ 


^ STOP! THE 
ROOM CAN ONLY BE 
OPENED IF YOU BRING 
.THE THREE SAINTS , 
HERE. 






THANJAVUR 


/ 

< 

I 

t 

\ 



7^ BUTTHEY > 
ARE DEAD! HOW 
CAN WE BRING 
V THEM HERE? y 


HMM..,I 
THINK I KNOW, 


X CHUCKLE! HOW v 
' CLEVERTHEKINGIS! 
HE HAS BROUGHT LIFE 
SIZE STATUES OF THE 
THREE SAINTS. NOW 
. THE PRIEST HAS TO 
'x LET HIM IN. 


^ OH NO! X 
THE PALM LEAVES 
ARE COVERED WITH 
. WHITE ANTS 
X AND MUD! 






















































































































































AMAR CHITRA KA'^HA 


GRIEVE NOT. 

0 KING! ONLY THOSE 
HYMNS FIT FOR THIS AGE 
ARE PRESERVEP. THE REST 
HAVE BEEN CONSUMED 
AT MY WILL 


/ 



% 


9 




r 


I 


\ 




V 


/ 


/ 


'/i 
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T 


^ : ■? - 


IT IS THE 

VOICE OF LORD SHIVA 
HIMSELF! I SHALL ARRANGE 
FOR THESE HYMNS TO BE 
COMPILED AND SUNG 
AT ALL SHIVA 
TEMPLES. 

’3 






J « 


..t-. ? 




L' 


THE TEMPLE AUTHORITIES AT 
CHIPAMSARAM HONOURED 
THE KING, r- 


THE THEVARAM OR GARLAND 
OF HYMNS IS SUNG TO THIS DAY 


FOR YOUR 

DEVOTION TO SHIVA WE 
CONFER ON YOU THE TITLE ] 
SRI RAJA RAJESWARA, ' 




GREATEST OF 
KINGS! 


/ 






r/ 


* 2 


h 

f 

r 

/ 


V 


f 


Ss 


ly 
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THANJAVUR 



PUT THE KING'S TRIUMPH WAS SHORT-LIVED, FOR SOON AFTER. HE FELL ILL 


< WHAT IS THIS > 
STRANGE DISEASE 
THAT AFFLICTS 
ME? ^ 


^ YOU ARE N 
CURSED WITH THE 
BLACK LEPROSY. 
V 0 KING. ^ 


V IN YOUR PAST ^ 
LIFE YOU WERE 
A RUTHLESS 
HUNTER AND THIS 
IS THE RESULT OF 
w YOUR CRUELTY.^ 


^ AAH! ^ 
IS THERE NO 
V CURE? > 


YOU WILL BE 

CURED IF YOU BUILD A > 
TEMPLE WITH A TALL 
GOPURAM* AND PIACE IN IT A 
LINGA BROUGHT FROM THE 
BANKS OF THE RIVER > 
2^ NARMADA. 


I VOW THAT 

I WILL BUILD A MAGNIFICENT \ 
TEMPLE IN MY CAPITAL THANJAVUR. 
rr WILL BE A MONUMENT TO MY 
MILITARY ACHIEVEMENTS. IT WILL 
PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT TO MY 
PEOPLE AND WILL BE A . 
V MEASURE OF MY DEVOTION ^ 
TO LORD SHIVA 


TOWER 
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amar chitra katha 



rrwiLL \ 
/ PE FORTY TIMES \ 
' LARGER AND FI/E ' 
TIMES TALLER THAN ANY 
OTHER TEMPLE IT WILL , 
^ BE MADE ENTIRELY A 
OF GRANITE , 


THIS IS ^ 
WHERE I WILL 
BUILD THE SRI 
RAJA RAJESWARA 
TEMPLE' ^ 


SIRE. X 
' THERE IS NO > 
GRANITE QUARRY 
S. FOR MILES i 
\ AROUND! ^ 


^ WE SHALL GET > 
THE GRANITE FROM 
V MAMMALAI V 


THAT DOES NOT ^ 
MATTER. THE GRANITE 
WILL BE BROUGHT BY ROAD 
. BEGIN MAKING THE 

ROAD AT ONCE. ^ 


BUT THAT > 
IS ALMOST 30 
MILES AWAY > 


RAJA RAJAS ENTHUSIASM WAS iNFECHOUS 


" I WANT THE WHOLE TEMPLE ^ 
0/ERED WITH CARVINGS CAN YOU 
CHISEL THE HARD GRANITE WITH 
‘v. YOUR SOFT IRON TOOLS? ^ 


THE TEMFLE CAME TO 3E KNOWN AS THE SRJHAOEESWAFA 
TEMPLE. POPULAPLYCALLED THE &tC TEMPLE 



j 






kWl M 

Ml 



THANJAVUR 



LOOK AT 

'^HE HORSE’S BRIDLE IN^ 
THIS PANEL. THE STONE IS 
V CARVED TO LOOK LIKE > 
X. A REAL ROPE 


IT IS BIGGER 
THAN A FULL-GROWN 
ELEPHANTl ^ 


THE WOPKEPS 5UPPASSEP THEMSELVES 


A BROOMSTICK 
CAN GO INTO EACH OF 
THE TINY HOLES WHICH 
ARE PLACED AT EQUAL 
DISTANCES 






o .' 


W c Q 

' f • 

. (?- 






13 


FOOT HIGH DWAPAPALAKAS 


THE 


OP GATEKEEPEPS ASTOUNDED ALL 


0 


7 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



1715 5AIP THAT THE CAPSTONE OF THE TEMPLE WAS MADE OF A 
SINGLE STONE WHICH OfZlGlNALLY BELONGED TO A COWHEPDESS 


^ YOUR 
WISH SHALL SE 
COMMUNICATEDTO 
, THE KING. ^ 


I WISH ^ 
I COULD GIVE THIS 
STONE TO THE DIG 
TEMPLE ^ 


DID THAT ^ 
VOICE COME FROM 
V HEAVEN? 


THE CAPSTONE WAS READIED, 
AND THEN- I- 


^ LET A LONG ^ 
RAMP SE SUILT 
FROM THE WOMAN’S 
HOUSE TO THE TOP 
V OF THE TEMPLE, y 


^ BRILLIANT ^ 
IDEA! AND 
ELEPHANTS 
SHALL PULL THE 
V STONE UP. > 


HOWEVER. IN REALITY THE CAPSTONE IS MADE OF SMALLER STONES 
PUT TOGETHER WHAT IS AMAZING IS THAT THE STONES ARE HELD 
TOGETHER WITHOUT USING CEMENT OR ADHESIVE OF ANY KIND! 









k 


U 
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THANJAVUR 



A HUGE STATUE OF NANDI STANDS AT THE ENTRANCE THERE IS A STORY THAT ONCE RAJA RAJA H 

STOOD QUIETLY WATCHING --— --- 

THE SCULPTOR AT WORK. 



FORGIVE 
ME, OKING 


y RISE! 

IT IS MY 
PRIVILEGE 
TO SEE YOU 

::reate such 

A BEAUTIFUL 
V NANDI. > 


AS THE SCULPTOR 
TURNED TO SPIT- 


OH! 


BRING N 
ME THE 
SPITTOON, 
V BOY! y 




0 ^<1 


‘BETEL LEAF 


19 





























































































WHEN THE STATUE WA5P0NE 


isrrMY ^ 
' IMAGINATION ^ 
OR HAS THE NANDI 
GROWN DIGGER 
s. SINCE I SAW rr > 
^ LAST? ^ 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


>- L-6*^ (h 




YOUR "X 
MAJESTY, A LIVE 
TOAD IS TRAPPED IN THE 
.STONE WHICH CAUSES 
X IT TO GROW. ^ 


THEN YOU N 
MUST RELEASE 
THE CREATURE. 




THANJAVUR 



I WANT YOU TO 

^ IN5CR1DE ON THE WALLS A ^ 
LIST OF THE GIFTS GIVEN DY ME. 
V MY FAMILY AND MY PEOPLE y 
TO THE TEMPLE. 


THE TEMPLE WAS FINALLY COMPLETED IN 101OCE. 


TODAY. 25 YEARS X 
AFTER BECOMING THE 
KING. I CONSECRATE THE 
DRIHADEESWARA TEMPLE 
WITH WATER FROM THE 
X SACRED RJVERS. ^ 


2l 






































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



RAJA RAJA CHOLA HAP ALSO ORDERED THE 
WALLS OF THE TEMPLE TO 3E ADORNED WlTt 
FRESCOES, i .. 


THE MOST MAONinCENT OF THESE PAINTINGS IS 
THAT OF SHIVA AS TRlPURANTAKArjT'^^^E 


1 THE STORY GOES THAT 


ONCE, THREE ASURA 3R0THERS, KAMARAKSHA, TAARAKAKSHA AND VIDYUNMALI PERFORMED 
INTENSE PENANCE TO 3RAHMA AFTER MANY YEARS. 3RAHMA APPEARED TO GRANT THEM A 300N 


GRANT US THREE 
CITIES THAT CANNOT 
. SE DESTROYED. ^ 


NOTHING 

LASTS 

FOREVER. 



THEN LET IT SE THAT 
THEIR DESTRUCTION IS 
CAUSED ONLY BY A 
SINGLE ARROW. 



THE THREE CITIES WILL 
BE IN DIFFERENT WORLDS 
AND MADE OF GOLD, 
SILVER AND IRON. 


• THE FORM IN WHICH SHIVA DESTROYED TRIPURA 



" THEY WILL 
MEET ONLY 
ONCE IN A 
1 000 YEARS 


IGRANT 
YOUR 
. WISH.. 




22 


THANJAVUR 



NO ONE N 
CAN TOUCH US. WE 
HAVE BRAHMA'S 
Sw BOON! ^ 


HELP! 


I MUST > 
DESTROY THESE 
V THREE. > 


HELP! 


the three CmES were jointly called TRIPURA. 










FILLED WITH A SENSE OF POWER THE 3R0THERS 
LET LOOSE A REIGN OF TERROR L" ^ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MOUNT MERU 
SHALL BE MY BOW, 
VASUKI THE SERPENT fTS 
STRJNG AND VISHNU THE 
ARROW. WITH AGNI AT 
THETIPANDVAYU 
AT THE END. 


I. VISHWAKARMA 
WILL MAKE BRAHMA 
YOUR CHARIOT 
AND FOUR DEVAS 
SHALL BE YOUR 
HORSES. 


• 7 




1 


f ^ 


W 


/ 








vN 


I « 






.V'l: 




■! 
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f/ 


\ 




SHIVA WAITED FOR THE BROTHERS TO MEET AFTER A1000 1 

...AND THE THREE CmES\ 

YEARS. WHEN THEY DID MEET ... ( - 

.! CAME INI 0 LINE- 

vS-^f 

\hh. ".St. .*# .« 

..£r^y . , ; 
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THANJAVUR 





SUNDArXr!^ 

WHAT THIS MAN 
SAYS IS TRUE. 
HE IS NOW YOUR 
MASTER. 


ENOUGH ^ 
CHATTER! NOW 
. FOLLOW ME. . 


another fresco tells the story 

OFSUNDARAR, A SHAIYITE' SAINT 


SUNDARAR WAS THE ADOPTED SON OF THE CHIEF OF A 
LOCAL KINGDOM. AT HIS WEDDING - 








4v 




MY SLAVE I HAVE THIS 
PALM SCRIPT SIGNED i 
Hl^i FnPFFATHERS A 


SUNDARAR FOLLOWED THE OLD MAN TO A TEMPLE. 

. ^ IP 




* ■* 

' t 




vr 


V 
















' FOLLOWER OF SHIVA 



















































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



5UPQENLY 


' lAM ^ 
HONOURED, 
. OLORD! ^ 


> o 


/T' 




^ HUH? ^ 
WHERE DID 
V HE 00?^ 


rU 


^ I WAS THE ^ 
OLD MAN, 5UNDARAR. 

I HAVE CHOSEN YOU TO 
COMPOSE DEVOTIONAL 
V SONGS FOR ME. ^ 



5UWAKAR COMPOSED MANY 
SONGS AND WROTE ASOUT ~ 
THE SHAlYtTE SAINTS. I— 


HE VISITED MANY PLACES. SINGING SHIVA’S PRAISES 
ON ONE OF HIS TRA VELS, HE FELL IN LO VE WITH A CTT 
WOMAN NAMED PARAVAYAR AND MARRIED HER. 



THANJAVUR 



MANY YEARS LATER 


mSTlME 

^ FOR YOU TO LEAVE THE 
EARTH, SUNDARAR I 
HAVE SENT INDRA'S WHITE 
ELEPHANT TO FETCH YOU 
TO MY ABODE ON MOUNT 
r ^ KAILASA. . 


AFTER SOME YEARS HE MARRIED ANOTHER WOMAN 
CALLED SANGLIYAR. T 


YOU HAVE 
ginned BY MARRYING 
TWO WOMEN! YOU 
WILL BE BLINDED FOR 
THIS SIN. 


THOUGH HE WAS BUND, SUNDARAR 
CONTINUED TO SING SHIVA’S PRAISES 


FINALLY- 


PLEASED WITH YOUR 
DEVOTION. SUNDARAR 
YOUR EYESIGHT WILL 
V BE RESTORED. V 
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amar chitra katha 






YOU HAVE 

DEFEATED MANY WNGS ALL 
THE WAY UP NORTH TO THE GANGA*' 
YOU SHALL SE KNOWN AS GANGAI 
KONDA CHOLA OR THE CHOIA 
WHO TOOK THE GANGA 


V V 




vv 


' THE RIVER 6AN0A 




I SHALL 

ESTABLISH A NEW 
CAPITAL HERE CALLED 
GANGAIKONDA 
CHOLAPURAM, 
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THANJAVUR 




RAJENDRA CHOLA CONSTRUCTED A HUGE ARTIFICIAL 
lake at GANGAIKONDA CHOLAFURAM. 


I WANT THIS ^ 
r ‘LIQUID PILLAR OF N 
VICTORY’ TO BE FILLED 
WITH WATER FROM THE 
HOLY GANGA BROUGHT 
HERE BY THE KINGS 
^ I HAVE DEFEATED. A 










!* 










HE ALSO 3UILT A TEMPLE THERE. 


THIS TEMPLE 
WILL BE BETTER THAN 
THE ONE MY FATHER BUILT. LET 
ALL THE MONEY AND THE GIFTS TO 
THE BRIHADEESWARA TEMPLE 
BE SHIFTED HERE. 




Ik 









UNDER RAJENDRA CHOLA. THE CHOLA EMPIRE REACHED ITS ZENITH. 
ITS INFLUENCE REACHING AS FAR AS DISTANT JAVA AND SUMATRA. 



THOUGH THE CHOLA EMPIRE ENDED IN 1279AD, THE MONUMENTS THEYDUILTIN AND AROUND 
THANJAVUR CONTINUE TO ENTHRALL THOUSANDS OF VISITORS FROM AROUND THE WORLD. 
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